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Interest group wants third sorority
Fred Webber
Staff Writer

A

group of girls sit together in the Percopo
Basement Lobby, laughing and talking about
random things. After a while,
they get down to business, planning social and philanthropic
events.
They’re the Sorority
Interest Group (SIG). They do
many things a normal sorority
does, such as have weekly meetings, carried out philanthropic
events such as Trick-or-Treating
for UNICEF and conducted fundraisers for the Humane Society,
and enjoy social events such as
ice skating. But why didn’t they
join Delta Delta Delta (Tri Delta)
or Chi Omega?
“I fit a lot better here,” said
Michelle Mariani, a sophomore
Software Engineer, and her sentiment is echoed by the other
girls at the meeting. What are
other reasons?
“The sororities are getting rather large,” said Katy Messmann, a
Senior Chemical Engineer. She
feels that she is much closer to
her friends in SIG. “I’m looking
for a sorority with a closer fit and
tighter bonds,” she explained.
According to Junior Mechanical Engineer Jesseca Zapf, “I think
[Rose women] need another option. There are enough girls now”
to support a third sorority.

“It’s too black and white,” said
Kara Willis, a Junior Biomedical
Engineer.
SIG started in the spring of 2004
when some girls in BSB decided
they didn’t fit with either social sorority, and they wanted their own.
They’ve been encouraging all girls
to go Greek and go through Recruitment, telling them to come
back if they don’t find a fit. They
currently have 12 very devoted
actives, and 22 girls who have
indicated interest. They are not
currently recognized by RoseHulman, and are not allowed to
be a Rose-Hulman student group
without joining Panhellenic. The
RHIT Panhellenic Council is the
governing body for all Rose-Hulman sororities.
Caitlin Pierce and Amber Brannan, the Panhellenic President
and Vice President, indicated that
Tri Delta and Chi Omega are in
support of another group in general, but not at the expense of the
existing sororities.
“We cannot please everyone.
That’s never going to happen, but
having another option would be
a good thing,” said Brannan, indicating that we must look at the
capacity to support such a group.
“When campus can support it, I
don’t see how there would be any
obstacles. If we had more girls, it’d
be fine”
Pierce pointed out that a new
sorority would need to have a
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Pictured left to right: Katy Messmann, Amanda Rohde, Andrea Leichtman, Michelle Mariani, Kara Willis,
Hillary Hansen, and Jesseca Zapf pose at Tuesday’s SIG meeting in the Percopo Hall basement.
healthy start-up. “We don’t want
them to be struggling,” she explained. Both of the sororities
were founded in 1996 when Rose
admitted its first class of women,
which had 60 women.
Rose men interested in joining
social fraternities have eight from
which to choose. Rose women
only have two. Based on the numbers from October 2004, there is
one Men’s Social Fraternity for
roughly every 175 men, and there
is one Women’s Social Fraternity
for every 170 women. 43% of
women at Rose are Greek, while

by Alex Clerc

Benjamin Mann
Staff Writer

China sends man to space
Two years after China became only
the third nation to launch a human
into orbit, a pair of taikonauts blasted
off Wednesday (9 p.m. ET Tuesday)
from a site near the Gobi desert. The
launch was shown live on Chinese
state television.
The mission, reportedly due to
last up to five days, is a key step for
China’s manned space program. The
first flight in 2003 carried just one taikonaut and lasted 21 ½ hours.
China insisted ahead of the launch
that its aspirations in space were
strictly peaceful and that it opposes
deploying weapons there.

Provided by www.weather.com

has 64 actives and 19 new members, and Tri Delta has 41 actives
with 10 new members. Pierce indicated that each must maintain
certain numbers to be financially
sound. Both Panhellenic officers
expressed concern over filling
quota, which is defined as half of
the girls going to the Preference
Party for each sorority. Neither
sorority achieved quota.
The road to becoming a fullfledged sorority is very involved,
but the first step is approval.
Continued on Page 3...

Professors find new home at Rose

News Briefs

Wednesday
Partly cloudy 73 Hi / 53 Lo
Thursday
Partly cloudy 76 Hi / 54 Lo

the percentage is 37% for men. In
the past few years, women have
been between 43 and 58% Greek,
whereas men have been between
37 and 47% Greek. Sixty percent
of the women in the freshman
class went through recruitment,
though only 31%, or 28 women,
actually affiliated.
Neither Tri Delta nor Chi Omega
have any hard, set requirements
on a minimum number of active
members to maintain. Chi Omega indicated it was encouraged to
keep more than 45, but it wasn’t
required. Currently, Chi Omega

In the same way a beverage
glass is continually refilled at
a fine restaurant, Rose-Hulman must continually add
new professors to keep the
institution in top running
shape. This is the second in a
series of articles dealing with
new and visiting professors in
the Rose community.
Curtis Clifton, Assistant
Professor of Computer Science and Software Engineering, is a new professor, and
he hopes to be here for many
years to come. He received
all of his education from Iowa
State, though not all at once.
He began by graduating
with a Bachelor’s degree in
Electrical Engineering, which
he used to work for 6 years.
Three of those years were
spent working for Proctor and
Gamble in manufacturing
management and the remaining years at a small company

in Wisconsin dealing with automated hydroelectric power
plants.
He then returned to his
alma mater for his Master’s
and PhD and graduated only
about two months ago on
August 6th. In less than two
weeks, he was here at Rose,
ready to be a part of the community.
“I am having a blast!” exclaims Clifton. He is especially happy with the smaller
community atmosphere. At
the larger school of Iowa
State, he felt that, on occasion, great teaching was suspended for chasing grants or
other activities their professors did. However, at Rose,
“everyone is united with one
mission; quality undergraduate education. It is a shared
purpose.”
Another newcomer who
spent time at different schools
is Maki Hirotani, Visiting Assistant Professor of Japanese.
She began her education

with a Bachelor’s degree in
Japanese history in her home
country of Japan, before moving to the US and receiving a
Master’s in Telecommunication at Michigan State. She
taught for 4 years at Valdosta State University in Georgia
before making her way back
to the midwest and attending
Purdue University to receive a
Master’s in Foreign Language
Education and a PhD in Linguistics.
“The students are so friendly,” Hirotani cheerfully points
out, more than once. Also,
the small school atmosphere
somewhat reminds her of
her smaller school in Japan,
which had a greatly different
population from the other
schools she has attended.
She enjoys every moment of
her interaction with the Rose
community and its friendly
students.
Last this week is Matthew
Boutell, Assistant Professor of
Computer Science and Soft-

ware Engineering. He first
received a Bachelor’s degree
in Mathematics at Worcester
Polytechnic Institute and a
Master’s in Education at the
University of Massachusetts.
With these, he began teaching high school level math
and computers, which he did
for 6 years before returning
to school at the University of
Rochester in New York for a
PhD in Computer Science.
Boutell’s concentration and
interests lie with computer vision and image understanding. He has done some work
with Kodak creating artificial intelligence systems to
do work on pictures – such
as touching up on the color.
“If the picture is of a sunset,
then we want the colors to
remain bright as they are,” he
explains. Boutell designed AI
systems to recognize pictures
and adjust the color accordingly.
Continued on Page 3...
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Crossword Puzzle Answers

Classiﬁeds
For Rent
2 Bedroom House for 2-3 persons. Very clean and new
paint. Fridge/Range/AC/Washer Dryer Hookup. Convient to campus. In a good neighborhood. Off-street
parking. No Pets. 24 hr. maintenance. 9-12 Month lease.
478-9286.

Frazer Apts
Now renting studios and 1-5 bedroom apartments and
houses. Our apartments are clean and well-maintained.
We specialize in affordable housing for responsible students. Call Frazer Apartments 232-4486. Our tenants are
our best reference.

Sharp Flats
Gorgeous, Spacious, Beautiful are only a few words to
describe this lovely three bedroom apartment located
at 904 S 6th St. Features also include sunny kitchen, off
street parking, laundry facilities, two full baths, and lots
of closets. $335 per person (based on three people) includes heat, water, and sewer. Call Sharp Flats, LLC at
877-1146 to see this gem.

Photo of the Week

Swag’s Screenprinting
Custom Printed Tees, Hoodies, Baseball & More. Call
232-6947 for Prices. Swag’s Screenprinting 2950 S. 7th.
Always lower than internet prices. Free Artwork/Fast
Service.

Tutor Needed
Math tutor needed for the senior high school student.
Help needed in calculus, algebra, and SAT preparation.
Call 877-2540.

Sharp Flats East
Some availability now. Efficiencies, one bedrooms, and
studios. Walking distance to Rose-Hulman. Enjoy the
convenience to campus, reasonable prices, and nice
community. Flexible terms. Some furnished units available. Call 877-1146 to check it out. Try our Trails End
deli!
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Wanna test your
web-design skills?

Cloud Gate in Chicago.

Be Webmaster for The Thorn!
Contact thorn@rose-hulman.edu
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SIG, from
Page 1
Rose Panhellenic must vote to
approve another sorority group.
This vote is binding. Under bylaws, existing sororities must get
approval from their national or
international offices and the National Panhellenic office. Last
year, those offices were asked
about the possibility. According to RHIT Panhellenic Advisor
Donna Gustafson, the national
offices never got back to Rose
Panhellenic, so the issue has
been discussed by the Student
Affairs committee, though Rose
Panhellenic may take up the issue again.
In the meantime, SIG will continue to meet and try to recruit.

Professors,
from Page 1
“The thing I am most impressed with is the students,”
says Boutell. All the students
are hard-working and receptive.
Last year at his turn with the CS
departments
well-publicized
new professor interviews, where
students were encouraged to
come and meet with the hopefuls,
Boutell says that many students
were very excited about participating and brought many good
questions. This enthusiasm made
it easy for Boutell to fall in love
with the Rose community.
This series of articles will be
continued in next week’s issue
when we ask more new professors about their background and
experiences.

Ready t o u nlock
your p otential?
Archer Daniels Midland Company
remains committed to unlocking the
potential of all its people. We seek to
recruit talent wherever it exists, and
welcome a broad mix of attitudes,
approaches, perceptions and
backgrounds.
Visit us at the Career Fair to talk
about our various full-time and
internship opportunities. You can also
view all job openings by visiting us at
http://careers.admworld.com.
Unlock your potential with ADM.
ADM is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Rose-Hulman Special
Large One Topping
$5.99 + Tax
Sunday Only Special
$5.00 + Tax

The only thing more powerful than our systems?
Your imagination.

The technologies we create define leading-edge. So do our
opportunities. Join Raytheon, one of the world’s most admired
defense and aerospace systems suppliers, and apply your mind
in ways that you’ve always thought possible.
Advance engineering with a diversity of people and talents.
Take on challenges that defy conventional thinking. And meet
us at the forefront of innovation.

www.rayjobs.com/campus
© 2005 Raytheon Company. All rights reserved. Raytheon is an equal opportunity and affirmative
action employer and welcomes a wide diversity of applicants. U.S. citizenship may be required.

Visit our Career Fair Booth on Oct. 19, 2005
Opportunities are available in the following areas:

Aeronautical Engineering | Computer Engineering |
Computer Science | Electrical Engineering |
Mechanical Engineering | Math | Optics | Physics |
Software Engineering | Systems Engineering
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Out In Theatres
Domino
Starring Keira Knightley
Directed by Tony Scott
Rated R
Elizabethtown
Starring Orlando Bloom
Directed by Cameron Crowe
Rated PG-13
Good Night, and Good Luck
Starring David Strathairn
Directed by George Clooney
Rated PG
The Fog
Starring Tom Welling
Directed by Rupert Wainwright
Rated PG-13
North Country
Starring Charlize Theron
Directed by Nick Caro
Rated R
Limited Release

From the vault: #1

Mike Jones
Entertainment Editor

I like to look back on music
from the past from time to time.
Current opinions of older works
can sometimes help to create a
new attitude toward an artist/
album, or spark the interest of
those unfamiliar to take a listen to
something they’ve not heard. Not
only that, it gives me the chance
to write about some albums I enjoy that I otherwise would never
get to (and I love writing about
albums I like).
Godspeed You! Black Emperor
F#A#(infinity)

Out on DVD
The Sisterhood of the
Traveling Pants

images.amazon.com/images/P

Kingdom of Heaven
“South Park” - 6th season
Box Office Tops
1. Wallace & Gromit in the
Curse of the Were-Rabbit
2. Flightplan
3. In Her Shoes
4. Two for the Money

The Rose Thorn

Wow, when these guys first
gained some popularity in 1998,
people might have thought by
the band and album name that
they were the most ostentatious
band around. One glance at the
track list and lengths pretty much
confirms that assumption, as
F#A#(infinity) features only three
songs but is still over an hour
long.
Pretension aside, this album is
impressive in a number of ways.
First off, the members of God-

speed are just plain amazing
when it comes to instrumental
prowess. Not many bands can
just plain play their instruments
like this one. Not only that, any
time a band can blow away their
fans for an hour without even
containing any vocals, it’s just
impressive.
Most extraordinary about
F#A#(infinity) is that it just never
loses its powerful effect. Whether
it’s featured in a film (as “East
Hastings” was in 28 Days Later),
or just being used as background
music during homework hours, it
never fails to fit the occasion.
I actually prefer the somber
landscapes of F#A#(infinity) to
the epic scope of the more widely
praised Lift Your Skinny Fist Like
Antennas to Heaven. The strings
opening “Providence” are some
of the must beautiful music
composed, not to mention the
grandiose slow rising crescendo
during the first movement of
the song. The narrative opening the album in “The Dead Flag
Blues” sets the apocalyptic tone
for the entire work. “The skyline
was beautiful on fire, all twisted
metal stretching upwards - everything washed in thin orange
haze” prophesizes the narrator
while describing the last days of
earth.
The album has been described
as sounding ancient, and that’s
the best one word description
I can give you. Godspeed You!
Black Emperor might take their
time getting to the point, but
when they finally do it’s an ex-

perience that no other band can
match.
OK, to the absolute opposite
spectrum of music from Godspeed…

image.excite.co.jp/jp/music/jacket/4943/6741/m

Green Day
Insomniac
Honestly, I think if Insomniac
didn’t have “Brain Stew” it might
be relatively forgotten, with the
exception of the dedicated Green
Day fans. In fact, “Brain Stew”
is probably better known then
everything else on the album
combined. None of the other
singles from this one caught on
very much, and Green Day suffered from massive backlash after
Dookie madness.
It’s too bad, really, because it’s
just as good as any other album
by the band.
Soaked in rejection, frustration, and methamphetamines,
Insomniac was actually a pretty
negative response to the popularity of Dookie. In fact, the
standout tracks on the album are
those that embraced that negativity and moved furthest from
masturbation jokes. “West Bound
Sign” winds an almost potent de-

scription of a girl’s need to escape
“going nowhere fast”, showing
that Billie Joe did indeed have the
talent to write meaningful lyrics.
“Geek Stink Breath” describes
Armstrong’s methamphetamineinduced self destructive tendencies
Admittedly some of the songs
don’t really stand the test of time.
“Stuck With Me” is enjoyable for
a few listens, but this straight forward pop tune becomes slightly
irritating after revisiting. “Tight
Wad Hill” just never really grows
into anything very exciting, and
the chorus never takes off like
most of Green Day’s most effective songs.
Insomniac does have two of
my favorite Green Day songs
though. First off is “Panic Song”
which has a frantic two minute
opus featuring impressive speed
by all three band members, particularly Dirnt’s bass work. The
song offers some of Billie Joe’s
best lyrical work ever. It delves
into his aversion to society in
general, ending in the plea of “I
want to jump out!”. Immediately
following “Panic Song” is “Stuart
and the Ave.”, which contains one
of Green Day’s most memorable
guitar lines.
I won’t try and recommend
this one to everyone. We’ve all
heard enough from Green Day
to know whether we like them
or not. But if you happen to be a
casual fan, or Insomniac has just
slipped from your memory, you
should definitely give this album
a look.

Waiting... serves a
gross-out plate of
lame comedy
Aaron Allen
Daily Utah Chronicle (U. Utah)
Waiting ... is an episodic, dayin-the-life comedy that desperately wants to be the culinary
equivalent of Kevin Smith’s Clerks
— but without the madcap wit
and lovably elitist geek-show attitude. It walks the walk, but it does
not talk the talk.
If Smith were dead, he’d be rolling in his grave.
Waiting’s overworked, oversexed and underpaid employees
at Shenanigans — a garish, Applebee’s-style restaurant, complete with yesterday’s garage sale
nailed up on the wall — don’t
like their jobs, and they don’t like
you.
Alpha-waiter Monty (Ryan
Reynolds) confirms our fears
when a royal beast of a customer
complains about the food, and he
promptly has the cooks garnish
her meal with a smorgasbord of
bodily fluids.
“Don’t mess with the people
who prepare your food,” Monty
tells Mitch (John Francis Daley),
a wide-eyed trainee, aghast at
the sort of shenanigans going on
backstage.
Calvin
(Patrick
Benedict)
pinches his bladder all day — he
has a staggering fear of public restrooms after a guy checked out
his junk at the urinal.
The cooks (including Chi McBride, Dane Cook and the inimitable Luis Guzman) drop food
on the floor like slippery soap.

“Five-second rule! Five-second
rule!” they shout. If time runs
out, they spring for the ten-second rule.
Dean (played by Justin Long) is
the Dante character (“I shouldn’t
even be here today!”), saddled
with the movie’s weak reach for
meaning.
He’s a full-time wage slave
who will never get a college degree because the job he took to
pay for that degree monopolizes
his time. In other words, he’s
waiting for life to happen, but it
won’t until he budges from his
pit.
Alas, Dean’s plight is but a blip
on this movie’s radar. Waiting ...
is more interested in wallowing
in the sort of sex and gross-out
jokes that require truly inspired
comedy writing to rise above the
vulgar and mundane.
Like an over-ambitious film
student, writer/director Rob
McKittrick is only interested in
shock for shock’s sake and his
“Ooo! Look what I can do!” Steadicam shots.
It’s a shame. He’s assembled a
fine cast, including Reynolds and
Guzman, who get laughs just for
showing up.
And the stupefying, prideswallowing details of the waiting
life sometimes recall the so-surreal-it-must-be-real comedy of
Office Space.
But unlike the loveable, quickwitted jackasses in that movie
and in Clerks, the employees at
Shenanigans are just jerks.

Wednesday, October 12, 2005

ENTERTAINMENT

5

Bruce Lee got nothing on this
David Chen
Staff Writer

http://media.cube.ign.com/articles/651/651334

The Nintendo Revolution could be released in late 2006.
play it with one hand for slackers,
two hands horizontally if you’re
feeling 80’s-ish, or two hands vertically if you think you’re Bruce
Lee. Whaaaooouuu!!!
At the top lies a transmitter,
which is what makes this controller most interesting as a 3-D
“pointing device”. It’s this feature
that allows it to communicate
with two sensors in a unit placed
near your TV to let it sense its
position in 3-D space and reflect
your action on TV. It does this via
Bluetooth, and also senses its tilt
and yaw for games involving motion.
A video released by Nintendo
shows actors doing all sorts of crazy things with it such as fishing,
shooting, hitting, sword-fighting,
and more. If this holds true and
Nintendo takes full advantage of
this feature as seen in the video,
the Revolution could definitely
have an excellent overall package aside from how powerful the
clock speed is or whether it plays
online.
For the system itself, no official information
has yet been
released by Nintendo on the
Revolution, but
it’s not going to
be as powerful
as the 360 or
PS3. However,
the
Revolution is certainly nothing to
sneeze at either.
As of now, this
system has 512
MB flash memory,
possible
DVD-playback
capabilities (as
oppose to builtin because Nintendo stated that
most homes already had DVD
players, so why add more cost to
this machine), and accepts Nintendo Gamecube- and DVD-size
CDs. In addition, the Revolution
could also use Gamecube controllers and peripherals.
A small but perhaps important
note worth mentioning is that
this upcoming system would not
have high definition (HD) support since Nintendo stated that
beautiful graphics and brilliant
gameplay are achievable without
HD support.
Finally, perhaps another important aspect of the system is
the fact that it will be able to play
virtually all Nintendo-produced

When it was
finally unmasked
by Nintendo
the controller
was beyond any
individual’s
comprehension.
It looked, in fact,
like a TV remote?

N64, SNES, and NES games ever
made. You’re not hallucinating.
This is done via software offered
by Nintendo’s online software
download service. Not much has
also been said of this powerful feature, but there will be fees charged

Hall of strange and
unigue controllers
NES:
Power Glove, Power Pad,
QuickShot QuickGrip,
U-force (for boxing games)

SNES:
Capcom Fighting Pad, Ascii
Super L5 (one-handed
mouse-size controller)

Sega:
Activator motion sensor ring,
electronic golf club

N64:
Fishing Controller

Playstation:
DDR Pad
There were also keyboards
(NES, SNES, DC), mice (NES,
SNES, Sega Genesis, DC, PS),
and guns for almost all systems.
*Kudos for those who know
what most of these are and
double kudos for those who
have used them.

Job searching have you
all stressed out?
Papa John’s Pizza can help
ease the tension.
Extra Large
One-Topping

99
9

1234 WABASH AVE.

Store Hours...
Mon-Wed: 9am - 1am
Thurs-Sat: 9am - 2am
Sunday: 12pm - 12am

Campus Only

Limited Delivery Area - Coupon Required
ORIGINAL OR THIN CRUST ONLY
WHERE AVAILABLE Expires: 5/28/06.
Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at
participating locations. Customer pays all
applicable sales tax. Additional toppings
extra.

232-PAPA

One Large
One-Topping
ONLY

For several months now, Nintendo has kept the identity of the
new controller to its upcoming
gaming system Revolution under
lock and key. Introduced at the
2005 E3 press conference, it will
compete in the next console war
against Microsoft and Sony. Unlike the Microsoft Xbox 360 and
the Sony Playstation 3, Nintendo
didn’t reveal its controller with its
system.
Generating
speculations
throughout the video game
world as to what this controller
may look like, there were many
guesses about the controller’s
features from it being wireless to
having pressure-sensitive pads, a
DS-esque screen, and gyroscopic
capability. When it was finally
unmasked by Nintendo president Satoru Iwata and legendary
Nintendo designer Shigeru Miyamoto this past Tuesday at the 2005
Tokyo Game Show, the controller
was beyond what any individual’s (well, maybe video gamers’)
comprehension could handle. It
looked, in fact, like a TV remote!?
Possibly being released in late
2006, the Nintendo Revolution is
to come out with this unbelievable controller. Though no official system specifications have
been released, this modest-looking but revolutionary device is
no doubt a major departure from
other controllers used since the
1980’s. No other company has
come out a design more nonconformist than the standard twohand horizontal kind.
It’s true that there were many
odd controllers (many of which
were for Nintendo’s own previous systems) in past consoles,
but none has been like this as
the main system controller. (See
sidebar for examples of these
controllers.)
The controller looks like any
ordinary TV remote and comes
in five possible colors or more.
At the top of
the controller
is the all-toofamiliar D-pad
along with a
big A button
right below it
and a B button
on the underside. Beneath
these are a row
of three smaller
buttons labeled
Start,
Home,
and Select. No
information
has been released on the
functionalities
of the buttons,
but one can guess what they do.
Proceeding downward, one
finds a vertical row of A and B
buttons. The idea here is that
one can play games with one
hand or two by turning the controller sideway or 90 degrees a la
classic-style. Whether you feel
like using with only one hand or
retro with two hands, either way
is fine. At the bottom are a series
of four lights to indicate number
is your controller.
Next, the controller has a bottom port to plug in an analog
stick peripheral with two shoulder buttons (Z1 and Z2) and other future peripheral. As Mr. Iwata
puts it, players can play games
“nunchaku-style.” Now you can

for downloads. Think of the possibilities and implications of what
this may mean if this capability is
handled right by Nintendo. If the
fee per game is reasonable with
plenty of great games to offer and
good online support, this just may
prove fatal for Microsoft and Sony.
Just picture this: you playing the
Legend of Zelda, Final Fantasy 3,
Goldeneye, and Metroid Prime 3
on one machine. Bliss.
For true fans of Nintendo, this
is definitely a big move made by
Nintendo to separate itself from
Sony and Microsoft and attempt
to become the #1 video game
maker company again. Unlike
the other two companies, Nintendo has been through a lot
since the 1980’s in competition
with numerous but failed companies such as Sega, SNK, and
NEC. As a video game icon, they
will put up a good fight against
Sony and Microsoft, in the coming years, given its history.
Overall, whatever your pleasure may be amongst the three
gaming systems, the next twelve
months or so will prove to be
chaotic for all gamers alike,
broke or not. Better start saving
now.
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CS Conventions: Something Awful
Here’s
your new
opinion
Aaron Meles
Opinions Editor
This weekend, I went to a nerd
convention. Now, I have never
been to any kind of convention
in my life, so perhaps my shock
at what I beheld at the University
of Illinois this past weekend is an
overreaction. Maybe normal convention etiquette is something
I was just never taught in my
youth, or perhaps I just haven’t
been to as many conventions as
I should have to be considered a
well-rounded person.
Last Saturday, at the suggestion
of my friends, several of which are
members of a popular online forum called somethingawful.com,
I decided to go on a short day trip
to the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign to a computer
science convention whose speakers included Stephen Wolfram,
the maker of Mathematica, Blake
Ross from the Mozilla Foundation, and Richard “Lowtax” Kyanka, the founder of Something
Awful.
My friends frequently show me
funny threads from the site, so
I thought that Lowtax’s lecture
on “Enabling the Online Community Through Vertical PSOTs
and Automated Adverse Content
Delivery Systems” would probably be entertaining enough to

warrant the trip. (By the way, I
Googled PSOT and it seems to
have something to do with pregnant women.)
Upon our arrival at the home
of the Illini, we entered the computer science building, (which
for reasons that still escape me,
had windows) and proceeded to
the presentation hall. The room
was in the midst of a massive
change in audience. The crowd
of guests who had just finished
listening to Ross were leaving,
while a much larger crowd of
people, heavily laden with facial
piercings and two-foot long hair
headed in. Mercifully for those in
attendance, this speech occurred
after sunset.
Lowtax’s speech was quite funny, consisting of stories of his failures in college and the corporate
world, morals learned from the
booming of dot com business,
and a PowerPoint presentation
that encapsulated everything
that could ever be done wrong
with PowerPoint. Just as I was beginning to believe that those who
subscribe to this man’s sense of
humor couldn’t be all that geeky,
the question and answer session
began. Questions reaching the
lectern fell into two categories:
flattering or stupid.
The stupid questions always
began with “What do you think
about…” and usually drew a
short, noncommittal response
from Lowtax, such as “What do
you think about trolls?” or “Why
do you think this forum is doing
so well?” The flattering questions
came from those who wanted to
sound smart in front of their Internet idol, but instead only succeeded in making themselves

Isaac Sachs / Guest Photographer

Richard “Lowtax” Kyanka lectures on revolutionary principles.
look like pompous airheads. My
favorite was one especially pale
faced individual who began his
question, stopped himself and
said “Did I mention that I am
the moderator of a major forum
site?” before continuing his inquiry. Unfortunately for this fellow, using a question as a vehicle
for pointing out his technological social status backfired and
Lowtax remained unimpressed.

The event that horrified me
the most was following the question and answer session, when
the crowd was dismissed. Lowtax
made the fatal mistake of telling
everyone that they could come
down and ask him more questions. In a matter of seconds, a
large group of cultists surrounded him, watching his every move
and each begging for a copy of his
business card. Only one or two of

them actually had anything to
say, so the conversation was observed in quiet admiration, every
once in a while punctuated by
nervous laughter from the entire
crowd whenever it thought that
their idol may have said something remotely funny.
Finally, as Lowtax left the building, the enthralled mob followed
him. As he reached his car, the
amoeba-like entity engulfed his
vehicle, preventing his departure.
This was the last thing I saw as I
departed, hoping that eventually
the writhing mass would need to
break up for food or something,
and that perhaps that poor man
would be able to break free.
My first (nerd) convention was
not only entertaining, but educational as well. I learned never
to get in the way of a CS and his
Internet idol. Better yet, I now
know that being the founder of
a popular Internet forum and
meeting your underlings in person is about as terrifying as being
hunted down by a pack of rabid
wolves. And most importantly, I
learned not to ever go to a computer science convention again.

1000 Words
by Erin Hudson

The Value of
Design, Part 1
Ryan Schultz
Staff Writer
Perhaps the greatest ability of the
engineer is to create a device that
cannot only fulfill its purpose, but
also fulfill its purpose in a way that
enriches the lives of those who use
it. It could be easily (and appropriately) argued that any engineered
device, other than those devices
that are designed purely for killing,
enriches the lives of those who use
it. But I humbly suggest that there
are different levels of enrichment.
There’s a pure, objective enrichment, which the bottom-line
man loves because it always costs
the least. If you don’t have to pay
for a designer to think over the intricacies of how the device interfaces with its human master, then
that’s R&D money that doesn’t
have to be spent, thereby lowering the overall cost of the device.
But these devices are no fun to
use. They do their job well, but
they’re not the tools or toys that
you’re eager to use. Although it is
just a simple tool, a screwdriver is
a great example. I haven’t found
many people who carry around
a screwdriver just because it’s
soooo cool or because they get
such enjoyment out of using it.
But what of the other style of devices? What of the devices whose
purpose is decidedly more esoteric? Surely you all have used an
mp3 player before, and they all do
the same thing. And, in general,
they all do it equally well. (In re-

ality, the sound quality depends
more on the bit rate of the song
than the player itself.) So, if they all
do the same thing, why is the iPod
generally considered to be superior to all other players? Why are
people so passionate about their
particular iPod, having it engraved
and carrying it with them everywhere? Why are there hundreds (if
not thousands) of groups devoted
to just one mp3 player when the
market is flooded with other options? Why?
Of course, the iPod is not the
only example of this sort of thing
happening. Why does a four-yearold Honda S2000 sell for as much
as a brand new one, whereas a
four-year-old ‘Vette won’t? Why do
OXO cooking utensils win award
after award while other kitchen
utilities don’t even get the time of
day? The answer lies in the design
of these devices and how they interact with their human users.
And here comes the punch line
folks: I think that human-interface design is as important as the
function of the device. Admittedly, it’s a hard thing to accomplish:
to make the device the best at
what it does while simultaneously being the most intuitive to use.
But it can (and is) being done on
a daily basis by companies dedicated to more than just the bottomline; companies dedicated to
enriching the lives of those who
use their products.
To be continued next week...

Defend the rights of creepy cultist
mobs! And nudist colonies!
e-mail:
opinions@rose-hulman.edu
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Strong defense
and
unsung heroes
From
the
sidelines
Alvin Anassi
Staff Writer
Most people neglect to mention the value of a long snapper, holder, and a kicker; most
would rather talk about their
offensive weapons and defensive strength. In last week’s
game, the three components
came up big to allow the offense to produce a win late in
the game. Coach Karras has
always emphasized the importance of special teams play and
how it will make the difference
in stalemated battles. “If you
play the type of football that
we’re capable of, we will come
out of Memphis 4-2 and [end
a 24-year losing streak]”, Karras remarked to get us pumped
before charging the field. With
this, we started off slow and finished hard.
Cory Wright, our long-distance place kicker, hasn’t seen
much action this year as our
offense was potent in the first
few games. However, in recent
games he’s become an Adam
Vinatieri of Division III football. He’s responsible for the
only points in our homecoming game, in which he kicked
a 47-yard field goal just before
halftime. In last week’s contest,
he was responsible for 9 of our
16 points, including the gamewinner. He was listed as questionable just before the game
with a sore kicking foot, but still
managed to come through in
the clutch.
Not to be neglected, Cody
Terkhorn, an all-purpose player
and special teamer, was perfect
with his snaps. As I mentioned,
most people don’t know how
hard it is to find a solid long
snapper and how hard it is to
replace one as good as Terkhorn
if he were to get hurt. In the
past six games, he’s been on the
money with every snap – punting, point after touchdown, and
field goals – as well as blocking
as a tight end and covering on
punts.
Alex Dimoff has become
one of our most deadly special
teamers as well as a solid sub
for Bryce Beckstrom and Brett
Bueltel at cornerback. He’s the
holder for Wright and Jeremy
Sharp, our point after touchdown kicker, and he’s done his
job excellently all season. To
add to his many talents, he’s a
returner for special teams (punt
and kickoff return). He definitely has the potential to take any
kick the distance and nearly did
at the beginning of the season
against Earlham.
Offensively, Key and Hummel continue to carry the team
as they combined for 157 yards
on the ground and Hummel
had the only offensive touchdown. We overcame adversity
in the first half by scoring on

the second drive in the second
half to go ahead of Rhodes 76. In the drives that followed,
we stalemated with their defense while producing three
drives that ended in Wright’s
kicks. The last drive of the day
was truly spectacular. The Lynx
had just scored to tie the game,
leaving us with 1:06 left on the
clock. After the kick return, we
had 1:01 to get close enough for
the win. We opened with a pass
completed to freshman Justin Meade for 32 yards. Next, a
couple of passes to Senior Ryan
Robinson kept the drive alive.
Key and Hummel took turns on
the ground for 17 yards and a
Rhodes penalty for half the distance to the goal gave us seven
more. An attempt to score on
the ground failed and stopped
the clock with 6 seconds left.
Wright did his thing after that
and we came home with victory.
Defensively, we shined all
day. Big plays were recorded by
a number of players, most notably 3 tackles for losses, a sack,
and a forced fumble on a kickoff that led to Wright’s first field
goal. Tackle leaders included
Josh Clark with 9, Mike Alto
and Paul Spreen with 8 each,
Beckstrom with 7, and Adam
Helmerich and Tim Wilson with
6 each. I’ve said it before and
I’ll continue saying it until it
they prove me otherwise: our
defense has carried the team
when we’ve been slow on offense. For the first 30 minutes,
the defense only allowed a field
goal. Throughout the rest of the
game, we were stout defensively. On their opening drive of the
second half, the defense held
Rhodes to a field goal and didn’t
allow any more points until the
Lynx’s last drive. Justin Sealand,
the Lynx quarterback, made
two perfect passes, only happening on the last drive; he was
8-27 on the day due to key play
by Beckstrom and Bueltel. To be
frank, our defense is “kickin’ it
and takin’ it” on a weekly basis
and if they continue, we’ll reach
our goal.
Tomorrow we head down
to Jackson, Mississippi to take
a stab at Millsaps College, a
team that seems to be a decent
match-up. Their 4-2-5 defense
(4 linemen, 2 linebackers, and
5 players in a secondary shell)
may prove hard to run against,
as they are thick in the middle
with a few defensive linemen
over 300 pounds. Offensively,
they’ll have a hard time producing against our defense which
has held the past five offenses
to just over 300 yards of total offense, most of which isn’t produced until the latter half of the
game. We’re playing well on the
road and will continue to travel well with the support of the
campus behind us. We break to
“Rose Pride” most days because
that’s what keeps us going late
in the fourth quarter when the
game is on the line. It’s a great
reason to continue to persevere
through hard times.
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Students spin strikes
Jim Sedoff
Staff Writer
On Friday, as I hung out near
Speed Lawn for the BSB Campout, someone remarked that
there’s nothing to do on campus. It’s somewhat ironic that
someone would say this while at
an event! Well, there are tons of
events: the Fine Arts Series, HSSsponsored lectures and the Bowling Club’s 9-pin, no tap tournament last Saturday. Fifty people
attended, bowled three games
each and some won prizes from
a raffle and others from the tournament. Nine-pin no-tap bowling is a variation in which knocking down nine pins in the first
roll counts as a strike (as does the
usual ten pins); however, all ten
are still needed for a spare.
Bowling Club vice president
Matt Gielda (a senior mechanical engineer) opened the tournament with good wishes to “Bowl
well.” As one of my lane-mates
proceeded to out-bowl me horribly, Darryl Kline, another lanemate, said “When somebody puts

Jim Sedoff / Rose Thorn

Eric Von Hagen-Jamar (Sophomore ME) Bowling
the bar height too high, limbo.”
The tournament continued to
keep a generally non-competitive
atmosphere (at least in our lane),
which was good considering my
mediocre bowling. Although I
amazingly bowled several triple
strikes, I still managed an open
frame (not hitting any pins). Jeff
Smiley commented on my poor
luck and low score that game

with, “Open frames kill you.”
Among all the people there,
Martin Deckert, a German exchange student, caught my attention. He had an impeccable
spin on the ball; it would go
straight down the alley and then
curve sharply at the end. I asked
him if he bowled in Germany, he
replied that he didn’t bowl very
often and that it is not as popular
in Germany as it is here. “There’s
maybe one bowling center in a
big town.”
Gielda told me that, “Currently
we have had 40 people show up to
the bowling club over the 5 weeks
which we have bowled.” This was
the first tournament this year.
The bowling club’s next tournament will be the faculty/staff
versus students tournament on
Saturday, October 29. “The faculty/staff versus students tournament will be in regular ten pin
style bowling,” informs Gielda.
He is “hoping to field 16 teams of
4 or 5 (including faculty) for that
tournament.” The bowling club
meets every Thursday night at
Imperial lanes at 8:30 p.m.

Award

Prize

Winner

1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
Low Series
Most Consistent
High Game
Low Game
Closest to 168 Game
Average Closest to 137
Closest to 300 Series
300 Game

Dinner and a movie for 2 - Cracker Barrel
Dinner for 2 - Fire Mountain
$20 at Outback Steakhouse
3 Games of Bowling and $10 at Denny’s
$10 at Steamboat
Mogger’s Entree
2 Pizza Hut Pizzas & 3 Games of Bowling
2 Domino’s Pizzas
2 Domino’s Pizzas
$10 at Denny’s
$20 at BW3’s

Ryan Pepmeier
Paul Grande
Terry Smith
Nicole Tillery
Jason Hochstedler
Matt Gielda
Isaac Brown
Michael Burd/Abisha Varatharaj
Tom Aigner
Elizabeth White
Ryan Pepmeier
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Free! Free! I’m finally free!

This Day in History
In 1492, Columbus finishes
sailing the ocean blue. Lesser
known years are 1451, when
Columbus started to suck
his thumb, and 1493, when
Columbus came back with
people he considered inferior
due to their ethnicity.

In Addition
- Bread
- Milk
- Eggs
- Onions
- Analgesics
- Mt. Dew
- Mayonnaise

- Pot Pies
- Fruit
- Dino Nuggets
- Klondike Bars
- Butter
- Honey
- Candy

The Useful Advice of John Dullard
Philip Becker
Staff Writer
Once again, it’s John “The Advice-less” Dullard. “Anne’s Mailbox” always has advice in it. Why
doesn’t my advice column? I
mean, she’s been doing her thing
for years, but her column has all
the advice in the world! Why won’t
anyone help me out? Seriously!
The ARA doesn’t feed me dinner on weekends. It only matters
to me because I’m too poor to do
things like “drive gasoline-powered cars.” Going home for the
weekend is no simple endeavor.
And then the meal plan I paid for
is useless when it comes to dinner
on Saturday and Sunday. So then I
have to buy my own food… which
is also not in the budget.
Luckily I have parents who love
me. They call me their “special”
boy. So they help me with a small
allowance. Although that is quickly lost to the washing machine. I
don’t know how many quarters
I’ve dropped in there and my wish
STILL hasn’t come true.
But this one weekend came
around and I was hungry for dinner. Using this trick I picked up in
a post-apocalyptic future (or was
it a dream?), I sucked gas out of a
car with a tube. It didn’t go down
very well. It was worse than when
I chugged a cup of that garlic
sauce.
It struck me though, I could use
some of this gas from this car to fill
up MY car. So I got enough gas to

drive into the Haute. I arrived at
the Wendy’s and marched inside.
I threw my last dollar down on the
counter and asked for a Jr. Bacon
Cheeseburger, the finest fast food
burger for the price.
Turns out the “99¢” menu is
now the “Value” menu, which
means they deemed some items
on the menu more valuable and
I was 30 cents shy of my dream
burger. Not being one who gives
up easily, I dug into my wallet and
found a library card I had written
my Google Mail password on, a
pizza coupon, and an old Subway
stamp card. The cashier told me
that I had to pay her with money.
I didn’t think she understood
the barter system, so I started
to explain it to her. She had me
with the pizza coupon only being
worth 1/20th of a cent. But then, I
was struck with brilliance.
I collected hundreds of thousands of those pizza coupon fliers. Once I had 30,000 coupons,
I determined it was worth about
$15: enough to buy a pizza. When
I brought in the trash bag full of
coupons, the guy at the counter
was rather confused.
Well, long story short, what is
the appropriate action I should
take when a police officer tries to
arrest me for “trespassing” and
“terroristic threatening”? All I
wanted was to redeem my pizza
coupons.
Send advice to “Help for John!”
at flipside@rose-hulman.edu

I’m a Dead Tree
Alex Clerc
News Editor
Maybe I was a mighty red
oak, towering majestically over
the California countryside. Perhaps I was a kapok tree in the
Amazon Rainforest and home
of monkeys, sloths, and tropical birds. Or could I have been
an elegant evergreen, standing
stoically in the snow, waiting
to be a family Christmas tree?
Whatever I was, my happy life
was cut short to make these 7
in. x 11 in. sheets of newspaper.
And to add insult to injury, I got
made into the Flipside of the
Rose Thorn.
What do these engineers and
scientists think they’re doing,
anyway? Don’t they know that
they were sent here because
they couldn’t write? But here

I am, my trunk chopped into
razor-thin segments, covered
in the mangled sentences and
hackneyed attempts at humorous writing by a bunch of bored
engineers. Couldn’t I have lost
my life for something more noble than “This Day in History”?
(If trees were called “people”
instead of “trees,” this newspaper would be made out of people. Gross.)
This may bother you for a few
minutes, but we both know that
you’ll go on reading the Flipside
and printing off all of “Wikipedia” in size 30 font for research
for your next humanities essay
(which, by the way, will also be
printed on tree carcasses). One
day we trees will find the means
to rise up against this cruelty.
Until then, I hope I give you a
paper cut.

Wacky Prof Quotes
“It’s like your first baby… you’ll
all remember Uncle Keith
for bringing you your first
oscillator.”
-- Prof. Hoover, incestuously
impregnating students with
lab equipment
“Everything is nice. The graphs
are working. Now what the
hell does it mean?”
-- Prof. Granieri, being
confused
“One of them was dropped.
Now we have a $75,000 baby
rattle.”
-- Prof. Duree, on expensive
interferometer mistakes

“And there would be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.”
-- Prof. Adams, on throwing
metal podiums at students

“I’d like to see someone try to
stone Grimaldi.”
-- Prof. McMurdy, who must
really hate Prof. Grimaldi

“Whoa, Jed! You just plowed up
a snake.”
-- Prof. Graves, on matrix
snakes

“Now we use improved Euler’s
method. Uh, does anyone
remember how to do it?
Good. I’m just going to
make it up.”
-- Prof. Martensen, being
creative

“The thing about this Viagra
pen is you push the button
and it always goes up, but
it is out of ink and doesn’t
work.”
-- Prof. Herniter, discussing
personal problems in class
“I’m retarding.”
-- Prof. McLean, on viscosity

“When you turn 40, you start
having to go to the doctor.
One thing I learned was I
never want to go to prison.”
-- Prof. Herniter, on lessons
learned from medicine

Send your prof quotes or other humor material to flipside@rose-hulman.edu

Hot Crossword
Jim Sedoff
Staff Writer

1
4
5
7
10
11
13
16
18
19

20
22
23
24
25

1
2

Across
God of all that is Flipside. Did I say
“God”? I meant “editor.”
Synonymous with 1 down, and the
theme of this puzzle
Pays for 4 across
“First base”
The traditional location
Unenthusiastic response to “How
was it for you?”
They’re slimy, wet, and shocking
Tarzan upgraded to Jane from these
A sound you don’t want to hear in
the context of this puzzle
Don’t let them hear you after
midnight on weeknights and 2 on
weekends
Procter and _____
A note to follow “so”
_____ gives you 2 down; might visit
_____ at 6 down
Most promiscuous of the safari
animals?
We don’t recommend this way to get
4 across in 10 across

Last week’s solution on page 2.

3

4
6
8
9

12

14

15

17
18

Down
Brophy teaches a class about this
Might contain a medicinal alkyl
halide, but most don’t
A good thing to get
the ladies or that
special guy
4 across occurs
between, above these
Girls visit and guys
avoid this place
Bad breakup method
If you enjoy these
puzzles too much,
consider taking some
cold _____
When he gets good
vibrations you
resonate at 250 _____
Get a _____ up on the
competition; ask 1
across for advice
It is good with balls,
okay with rings, best
when wet
Social EE’s love this
kind of talk
Some say the ladies
tend to go for _____

21

mates
That darn contraption... Can you do
it with one hand?

Top Ten Wild Claims Made By Alumni
Aaron Meles
Opinions Editor
10.They had to calculate the mass of the water that was used while showering, knowing only the velocity
of the water out of the spout and the density of Terre Haute water
9. No one used to read the Flipside because it was too hard to turn over the stone tablet the newspaper
was printed on
8. Chemistry labs consisted of the professors releasing a toxin into the air while students struggled to
develop an antidote before they succumbed
7. The Moench smokestack was a stop on the Underground Railroad
6. All Civils had to survey the entire Indiana-Illinois border to within half a foot of the actual location
5. They understood the Hertz references
4. When going to class, they walked uphill both ways, then had to explain how it was possible using
nothing but classical physics
3. Electrical engineering labs usually meant having to disarm an active nuclear device using only a
voltmeter and a fingernail clipper
2. They had to take ConApps before conservation of linear momentum was discovered
1. Every test consisted of finishing ten four-part problems in fifty minutes while simultaneously being
savagely beaten by professors with bats

The Little Line o’ Litigious Lard: The content of the Flipside is intended to be purely humorous, and it does not represent the opinions of the Rose Thorn or Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. It doesn’t represent anybody’s opinions.
Clerc came in today wearing someone else’s boxers outside his shorts. Bizarre. Facts in “This Day in History” courtesy HistoryChannel.com. All material is copyright of its owner. Any unattributed material was created by Gregory Weir.

